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Mr. Jeff S. Jordan
999 E. Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 6550 — Committee to Elect Sean Summers
Flyer violation

Dear Mr. Jordan:

My name is Joseph N. Gothie. 1 am the campaign treasurer for the Committee to Elect
Sean Summers. The candidate is Sean E. Summers. I am responding to your letter related to
MUR 6550, which makes a claim that a campaign flyer was distributed by the campaign in
violation of federal election taw. I received your letter on April 16, 2012.

1 am writing to confirm the following:

The flyer was prepared by the campaign

The flyer was distributed by the campaign.

The required discinsure language was left off the flyer.

The failure to include the disclosure larguage on the flyer was inadvertent, but it did
occur.
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In further response to the inquiry, I. wquld hke to offer thé followmg mformatlon not to
excuse the violation, but rather to explam it:

1. The flyer was not a “hit piece” designed to dlsparage other candidates.

2. The flyer was not distributed by anonymous means, but rather by campaign volunteers
who were generally distributing other information at the same time (pads, buttons, etc.,)
which cantained the required diselosure language. This does not eliminate the need to
have disclosnre on the flyer, but may provide additional context te the Comxmission in
evaluating the seriousness of this violation.

3. The language of the comphint suggests that the complainant clearly understood who was
distributing the flyer, so there was no deception involved: “If the Summers campaign did
NOT produce this flyer, then why is the Summers campaign distributing the flyers?”

4. This was my first federal election, and the candidate’s first federal election, and while we
were aware of the requirement, we did not catch this during the proofing process.
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5. The nature of the violation was unintentional.

6. Itried to identify the billing related to production of the flyers in question, and I believe it
to be the one attached hereto as Exhibit A, In which $82.15 was paid to produce 100 of
the flyers in question.

7. We are not disputing or evading responsibility for what happened.

Ultimately, federal election law contains disclosure requirements, due process, and
sanctions for violations. The overarching purpose of the law is to ensure full disclosure to help
guarantee free, fair, and untainted elections. While the complaint states a clear violation of the
law, the context of the violation makes it clear that there was a negligible chance that the flyer in
any way misled the voting public or otherwise tainted the election itself.

We respactfully request that Commissian considaer these faoioes in defennining an
appropriate resolution of the complaint. If you require any further documentation or
information, please do not hesitate to centact me at (717) 848-8455 or by amail at

Respectfully,

Joseph N. Gothie
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The above-named individual and/or firm Is hereby designated as my counsel and is
authorized to receive any notifications and other communications from the Commission and
to act on my behalf before the Commission.
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Information Is being sought as part of an investigation being conducted by the Federal Election Commission and the
confidentiality provisians of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12)(A) apply. This section prohibits making public any investigation
conducted by the Federal Election Commission without the express written consent of the person under
investigation )
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